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Responses to Comment Set A0002 
Imperial County Planning and Development Services ALUC 
A0002-1 The County of Imperial’s concern with consistency of the Proposed Project with the 

Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan because of the proposed tower heights is acknowl-
edged. Reference to the need for a discretionary action from the County of Imperial has 
been deleted from Table A-1, Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of 
the SRPL (i.e., Variance and General/Community Plan Amendment have been removed 
from the list). 

 
LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
County roads and highways, flood 
control/drainage channels 

• Road/Highway Encroachment/Crossing Permit 
• Grading Permit 
• Flood Control/Drainage Channel Encroach-

ment/Crossing Permit 
• General and/or Community Plan Amendment 
• Variance 
• Explosives Permit 

No local discretionary permits or local plan consistency evaluation is required for the 
Proposed Project or alternatives as the CPUC has preemptive jurisdiction over the con-
struction, maintenance, and operation of public utilities. However, SDG&E would be 
required to obtain all ministerial building and encroachment permits from the County of 
Imperial. As demonstrated in Section D.16, Policy Consistency, and Appendix 2, Policy 
Screening Report, the project is consistent, to the extent possible, with the County of 
Imperial’s goals, objectives, and policies. 

Additionally, Section D.9, Transportation and Traffic, considers the airports and air strips 
in Imperial County that are near the Proposed Project and alternative routes and assesses 
potential impacts to aircraft flights during construction and operation of the Proposed 
Project. The analysis also considers aircraft used for agricultural uses, which is discussed 
in Chapter D.6 Agriculture, under Impact AG-3. 

A0002-2 Imperial County has provided information from the Geothermal/Alternative Energy and 
Transmission Element of its General Plan, which includes reference to the Airport Land 
Use Commission. The Draft EIR/EIS has considered the location of airports and air strips 
in relation to the Proposed Project and alternative alignments and has considered the 
height of structures in the analysis. In the background information submitted as part of 
the County’s comments, the type of actions that require review of the Airport Land Use 
Commission include those actions that would require a variance from the height 
limitation and/or actions that include structures with proposed heights above 150 feet. 
The text requires review if requested by the local agency as part of its action. For the 
Proposed Project, that review would come during the review of Building Permits by the 
County of Imperial. As noted in Response to Comment A0002-1, the CPUC has pre-
emptive jurisdiction over the construction, maintenance, and operation of public utilities 
and is not required to obtain discretionary permits from local agencies. However, as 
demonstrated in Section D.16 Policy Consistency and Appendix 2 Policy Screening Report, 
the project is consistent, to the extent possible, with the County of Imperial goals, 
objectives, and policies. The text and figures from the Draft EIR/EIS that were included as 
an attachment to this comment letter are acknowledged. 
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